CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

suffered from tuberculosis.12 It would be absurd to assume that
the disease gave them their creative power. Where there is no
genius, no disease in the world can provide it. On the other hand,
there can be no doubt that to suffer from tuberculosis is a profound
experience which must reflect itself in the work of a creative artist.
We shall examine this problem in more detail in a later chapter.

The sanatorium treatment of tuberculosis has brought a new
note into the sociology of the patient. In the sanatorium the sick
man lives in a somewhat unreal atmosphere. He has been removed
from his normal environment and finds himself transplanted into
totally new surroundings, located usually amid beautiful land-
scapes, in the woods or in the mountains. Here he is neither ex-
pected nor allowed to work, and he has no obligations towards
society, being cared for, nursed, well nourished, and as a rule living
on a much higher standard than ordinarily. In other words, he is
to a very high degree granted the privileged position of the sick
man. If he is a medically indigent person, he lives in the sanatorium
as the guest of society, which thus manifests interest in him and
wants him to recover. In many cases an entire family has con-
tributed every cent available to make it possible for its sick mem-
ber to obtain the treatment. The patient, by the mere fact of his
condition, has become a person of some importance. His fellow
patients are all suffering from the same disease, and this gives the
tuberculosis sanatorium an atmosphere that is quite different from
that of a general hospital.

The patient has only one task, namely, to recover. Recovery is
the goal and purpose of his being in a sanatorium. He wishes to
live, to be healthy again and return to his family. Unconsciously,
however, he feels that the moment he recovers he will lose his
privileged position, will no longer be important, at least not in the
same sense, and will have to resume the drudgery of everyday
life. With this comes a very conscious fear of the future: will the
recovery last? will he find a job? The doctors recommend light
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